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Monster Jam invites Miami Lighthouse Academy students for sensory 
experience 

 

 On Friday, January 24th, more than 15 kindergarten through second grade Miami Lighthouse Academy 
students were invited to visit Monster Jam at LoanDepot Park to experience Touch-A-Truck, a unique 
multisensory experience. 

President & CEO Virginia Jacko said, "This collaboration with Monster Jam reinforces our Miami 
Lighthouse motto that 'It's Possible To See Without Sight'." NBC-6 captured video of this very special 
event that allowed our blind and visually impaired students to engage in hands-on interactive activities 
through their sense of touch, smell and hearing. To watch the NBC-6 media piece click here. 

 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001Ej1bZcPaVoWLFTeSOBDBrlMb7ZEtbXVWFm49JShh8OQEjaJ4F6VdiLmgTj9Boz4iqF1eJEBj0Lo5SoKvwT-2Dw-2DSW-2DnjbSmmmd39-5FBYF8Xu1JEXV52sVaY3NOpgNfpXGs2Katzi1aqvhI8LdQaMjYZIOmmVnzYp5SODVVVj78VLDDEc3Skak76UQ-3D-3D-26c-3DKHm-5FYEUri4Fa62ouJENUlSmlPvEh99HpF-2Dtwv1KwP1IeyB1A79tPsQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DY30m76mysUXlQmcnzIiO7MYlsPTY8EuYnJCiQ80jIE9cWQVsKay9YA-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=afVAW5PiTUESs8nLR5r8Ro0CsxlWOZVDOy43MhDvO2hgBX8hELz7Mt7asCGWxAaM&s=0LJeYRCb0c3w3VwG53ACzVHt7msEfJmwh5ODNVE9ijw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001Ej1bZcPaVoWLFTeSOBDBrlMb7ZEtbXVWFm49JShh8OQEjaJ4F6VdiFdkzz4n41Zv2D9nYQJIib-5Fs6DIc9MiH6iQaE6l9obRuzTzxDtGRBOG0zqO4gHhGIyrSHAUiFtJHtCiT5dtl7tAMXc-5FTeZpBMhOzFfRMzht-2D-26c-3DKHm-5FYEUri4Fa62ouJENUlSmlPvEh99HpF-2Dtwv1KwP1IeyB1A79tPsQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DY30m76mysUXlQmcnzIiO7MYlsPTY8EuYnJCiQ80jIE9cWQVsKay9YA-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=afVAW5PiTUESs8nLR5r8Ro0CsxlWOZVDOy43MhDvO2hgBX8hELz7Mt7asCGWxAaM&s=ciHj8Y4L33XolsoaDbsTmFNrGOlGprkrAw6DcNGyMNk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001Ej1bZcPaVoWLFTeSOBDBrlMb7ZEtbXVWFm49JShh8OQEjaJ4F6VdiJhfECPToVBIpOxlaMA2B4NoCRC2aMlu6OnNreVZuBr6-2DYMrUJkwRausAD07ph-5F9c6NAY9PjzVh9tJCuHds6NsqqWr3Ab9Ql18-5Flmk8tukATIs4A7gknulfk4qi6qCXEUVYuBiDY0EjYGunHdB4e1DWjgK5hBF5S5AVX0LTRSblUEX0TE28J5FfKEG5jbejoRxT74SnweEx4nRswxX3iCjkI6jpPs1onXUGnOhIV-2DBBm0SqFcXKolKDs3RWwcZJE7g-3D-3D-26c-3DKHm-5FYEUri4Fa62ouJENUlSmlPvEh99HpF-2Dtwv1KwP1IeyB1A79tPsQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DY30m76mysUXlQmcnzIiO7MYlsPTY8EuYnJCiQ80jIE9cWQVsKay9YA-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=afVAW5PiTUESs8nLR5r8Ro0CsxlWOZVDOy43MhDvO2hgBX8hELz7Mt7asCGWxAaM&s=gbAh5jwJdM-s2ybiDV7VWtyuE0LfVPw7ZU_fz4-k-_Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001Ej1bZcPaVoWLFTeSOBDBrlMb7ZEtbXVWFm49JShh8OQEjaJ4F6VdiFdkzz4n41Zv2D9nYQJIib-5Fs6DIc9MiH6iQaE6l9obRuzTzxDtGRBOG0zqO4gHhGIyrSHAUiFtJHtCiT5dtl7tAMXc-5FTeZpBMhOzFfRMzht-2D-26c-3DKHm-5FYEUri4Fa62ouJENUlSmlPvEh99HpF-2Dtwv1KwP1IeyB1A79tPsQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DY30m76mysUXlQmcnzIiO7MYlsPTY8EuYnJCiQ80jIE9cWQVsKay9YA-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=afVAW5PiTUESs8nLR5r8Ro0CsxlWOZVDOy43MhDvO2hgBX8hELz7Mt7asCGWxAaM&s=ciHj8Y4L33XolsoaDbsTmFNrGOlGprkrAw6DcNGyMNk&e=


 

 

 

Miami Lighthouse Academy students at Monster Jam 

 

  
 

 

Mayor Daniella Levine Cava visits Miami Lighthouse 
 

Miami Lighthouse was proud to host Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava on a tour of our 
campus. During her visit to the Miami Lighthouse Academy and Social Group Activities Program, Mayor 
Cava shared wonderful news that she will be holding and event that will include one of our Miami 
Lighthouse artist's tactile art piece titled "Super Eva." The artwork will be showcased at Miami-Dade 
Animal Services to raise awareness about the importance of guide dogs and service animals. 

 

  
 

 

Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava, CEO Virginia Jacko with Miami Lighthouse Academy 
Students and Teachers 

 



  

 

 

 

Miami Lighthouse hosts the Executive Committee of the Miami-Dade Beacon 
Council 

 

The Miami-Dade Beacon Council Executive Committee, a powerhouse of local leaders championing 
economic prosperity in our community, held its year-end meeting at Miami Lighthouse. Among them was 
Rodrick Miller, President and CEO of The Beacon Council who is also a Miami Lighthouse Board Director 
and proud father to one of our Miami Lighthouse Academy’s role model students.  

At the meeting, our CEO Virginia Jacko led a conversation on the critical role businesses play in giving 
back to their communities. She also highlighted the vital need for Website Accessibility, ensuring that 
blind and visually impaired individuals can access business services digitally. For more information 
about Miami Lighthouse's Website Accessibility Services click here. 

 

  
 

 

The Miami-Dade Beacon Council Executive Committee 

 

 

 

 

A Weekend with Maestro Andrea Bocelli 
 

 We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Anthony R. Abraham Foundation for inviting Miami Lighthouse to 
the Heart & Music Charity Dinner at Britto Palace, benefitting the Andrea Bocelli Foundation. It was an 
honor to meet the evening’s distinguished guest, the legendary Maestro Andrea Bocelli and his wife 
Veronica Berti Bocelli. Adding to the magic, their talented daughter Virginia, delighted the audience with 
her incredible voice and even had a chance to meet Sama, our CEO Virginia Jacko’s friendly guide dog.    

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001Ej1bZcPaVoWLFTeSOBDBrlMb7ZEtbXVWFm49JShh8OQEjaJ4F6VdiDOnMacA7Odu2I-2DusbM1PB6Jhqp22omoQRL3HYgZMjDMnPW7KR6bsmj-2Dj2LnaOzt1PE-2Dij54krq74llLK-2DeG5qIxnTXTtME51BTfz44WNPQYIaCqGYHJrEejDcITHz9uig-3D-3D-26c-3DKHm-5FYEUri4Fa62ouJENUlSmlPvEh99HpF-2Dtwv1KwP1IeyB1A79tPsQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DY30m76mysUXlQmcnzIiO7MYlsPTY8EuYnJCiQ80jIE9cWQVsKay9YA-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=afVAW5PiTUESs8nLR5r8Ro0CsxlWOZVDOy43MhDvO2hgBX8hELz7Mt7asCGWxAaM&s=sdyzQ3mYJq_fgW9sA02kMsvF71Z2r79t0ngzWDwI3eU&e=


The weekend featured a memorable performance by Maestro Bocelli at the Kaseya Center. Bocelli's 
production company, Gelb Productions, generously donated an allotment of tickets to attend the holiday 
performance and our guests attended an intimate Italian dinner before the show, serving as a fundraiser 
for Miami Lighthouse. 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Bocelli receives a kiss from Guide Dog Sama as Veronica Bocelli, Andrea Bocelli and CEO Virginia 
Jacko are in the background at Britto Palace 

 

  



 

 

 

Norma Jean Abraham, Miami Lighthouse Musician Oman Pedreira, Miami Lighthouse Music Student Silvio 
Plata, CEO Virginia Jacko, Vice President Gelb Productions Pete Kepes, Thomas Abraham and Senior Vice 

President Cameron Sisser at the Bocelli Holiday Concert 

 

  
 

 

 In the News: 

·     AXIOS Miami, January 21, 2025 – "Team USA blind soccer player helps develop youth sports 
program" 

·     New Pelican, January 9, 2025 – "Free eye exams available at public schools this week" 

·     South Florida Hospital News, January 8, 2025 – "Deerfield Beach Public Schools to Receive NO 
COST Comprehensive Eye Exams and Prescription Glasses" 

·     Miami Herald, January 8, 2025 – "Florida children need comprehensive eye exams as a standard 
part of healthcare" 
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Contributed by Joan Spector 
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EMPLOYER ID #59-0637847. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, FLORIDA 
REGISTRATION #CH775. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE 
STATE, 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, INC. 
NON-PROFIT IRS EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 59-0637847. 
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