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USA Blind Soccer comes to Miami! 
 

  

More than 150 participants took part in the USA Blind Soccer - Kickoff for Inclusion event 
on February 24, hosted by the U.S. Association of Blind Athletes (USABA) in collaboration 
with the Anthony R. Abraham Foundation and Miami Lighthouse for the Blind. Attendees of 
all ages had the opportunity to meet athletes from the first-ever USA Blind Soccer Men’s 
National Team, view a blind soccer demonstration and most importantly try the sport of blind 
soccer for themselves. They also got to meet Oseas De Leon, a developmental athlete, who 
serves as Technology Instructor at Miami Lighthouse and has been playing blind soccer 
since he was three years old. Oseas is now competing to be selected for the US National 
Team and was recently featured on WSVN-7 Spotlight which you can view here. 
  
Assisting with the day’s demonstrations were coaches and players from the Barry University 
and Christopher Columbus High School soccer teams. Other organizations attending or 
volunteering for the event were Florida Power & Light, Barry University Student Government 
Association, The University of Miami Soccer, City of Coral Gables, Dade County FC, Florida 
International University Athletics, Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau, Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, Next Era Energy, Northern Trust, Nova Southeastern University, 
Orange Bowl Committee, Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation, The Children’s 
Movement of Florida and Internationally Renowned Pop Artist Romero Britto. 
  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZOzxKvfTc9Xk8EkR0oud2R2itwXOCWBxrnEAoqKd8_bOb4F1tNGpGsqpnvDdJmyCI0Z0xtTlOWoXq-3JGqBm7sq1OLZOkQuhP3DZMehG8iixje-hc5MkuxQBADT30qm5Zg==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZOzxKvfTc9Xk8EkR0oud2R2itwXOCWBxrnEAoqKd8_bOb4F1tNGpGsqpnvDdJmyCI0Z0xtTlOWoXq-3JGqBm7sq1OLZOkQuhP3DZMehG8iixje-hc5MkuxQBADT30qm5Zg==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZHAHNkfgEo8wfKplDmbuU4mPp526leRnP2asgIH06nUdd_IStcZYdqPOqzQq57bliO7_f-9afb-UYV4ZcVQiyByZf32alnHR0RAA19MtfjYs&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8Zh8OIJPCNxUrfdqet1qVSgy1exeG4Cox2sv9iCeac_YTS5-pXFaj7X5-ZYVdWAlDfBWsh9MpRTDbaQwgKYasXj8-zg7r4AK54AV8xDj8NiZbu9ojamHhYJPs_13RdmHSTnXSHiiPC9hM-ho65q6UvbBM-gI69CsxmMzzZb3VgnbrsrOaVjnjT8T7T-cHQs2RBt9vFp_ZNbEV7vzGGMa94zw==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZHAHNkfgEo8wfKplDmbuU4mPp526leRnP2asgIH06nUdd_IStcZYdqPOqzQq57bliO7_f-9afb-UYV4ZcVQiyByZf32alnHR0RAA19MtfjYs&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==


Thomas A. Abraham, Chairman of the Anthony R. Abraham Foundation, noted that "this 
pioneering effort highlights our strong belief in the transformative power of sports to create 
opportunities, dismantle barriers, and nurture inclusivity for the visually impaired."  “Building 
Blind Soccer” sites have already been established in Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, 
Dallas, Columbus, Charlotte and Baltimore. 

 

  

 

Board Director USABA Gary Remensnyder, Chair of The Anthony R. Abraham Foundation Thomas 
Abraham, Chair of The Children's Movement of Florida David Lawrence Jr., CEO of Miami Lighthouse 
Virginia Jacko, CEO of USABA Molly Quinn, CEO of the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau 

David Whitaker, CEO of the Orange Bowl Committee Eric Poms and Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools Administrator Natalie Tappert  

 

 

  



 

Thomas Abraham and Internationally Renowned Pop 
Artist Romero Britto experience Blind Soccer 

 

 

  

Miami Lighthouse Technology Instructor and USA 
Blind Soccer Developmental Athlete Oseas De Leon 

drives for a Goal 

  

 

  

Thomas Abraham with USA Blind Soccer Men’s 
National Team 

 

  

  

 

  

“Valentine's Luncheon” Celebrates our Volunteers 
 

  

Miami Lighthouse celebrated Valentine’s Day with our annual McCrea Family Volunteer 
Recognition Luncheon. Saying “Thank You” to our volunteers is a longstanding tradition 
made possible by the McCrea Family Foundation whose legacy of volunteerism began in our 
very early days when Helen Sloan McCrea (1989-1978) devoted herself to the important 
mission of serving the blind. 
  
This year’s lunch honored the Miami Springs Lions Club and the Rotary Club of Miami, who 
have held events throughout the year to put food in backpacks for students attending our 
Miami Lighthouse Academy, thereby preventing food insecurity among our Miami Lighthouse 
Academy families. 



  
Our volunteer Board Directors, Honorary Board Directors, and Legal Counsel were also 
honored. A special heartfelt thanks to David B. McCrea for his continued sponsorship of this 
signature event. 

 

  

 

 

  

Miami Springs Lions Club 35-N and The Rotary Club of Miami 
honored at McCrea Family Volunteer Recognition Luncheon 

 

  

 



Miami Lighthouse Board Chair Steven Solomon, Director Dr. Stephen Morris, Director Robin Shelley, Past 
Board Chair George Foyo and Senior Vice President Cameron Sisser 

 

  

  

 

  

Speaking of Volunteers we, Honor Joan Spector 
 

  

 

Volunteer Light Line™ 
contributor Joan Spector 

 

Our Light Line™ publication would not be possible without Joan 
Spector who has been contributing her artistic writing style since 
inception 10 years ago this month. Her original idea for a 
monthly blog from Miami Lighthouse quickly turned into our Light 
Line™ e-newsletter keeping our Miami Lighthouse family 
informed of all our activities. We thank Joan for her monthly 
contribution where she donates her time building content for our 
Light Line™ on a volunteer basis. 

 

  

  

 

  

In the News: 

•     EIN Presswire, February 22, 2024 – "The Anthony R. Abraham Foundation is proud to 
support the U.S Association of Blind Athletes in Miami, Florida" 

•     Social Miami, February 22, 2024 – "Miami Lighthouse for the Blind: 95th Diamond 
Anniversary Celebration" 

•     Miami's Community News, February 8, 2024 – "USA Blind Soccer Holds Kickoff for 
Inclusion Event in Miami" 

  

Read more! 

  

  

Contributed by Joan Spector 
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Visit Our Website 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8ZCQQtlb6E7ozsMUCRnO3ROH102fitHGhq2tpdvvrgis_ZgUxN3Kl0o6FTruACQTLYQMS2lut-NCrfYSdfTnZ-Yfmr_Tm0onpdf0ziFuzKDVh-ah0sz5UO7FDpUFYC22zR9vlOILlavvHSf5Z8QIP9nJSFWXUOzmJdqWbT9iZ_XumpnQI6XhjMiBibdUd0MJvQRLqefeCedfkaqbkuti9n0rNvhMg6trztcxJwzC9_jFUQYmtXTn9XIRmtRcr8wVKt_Wv55syBODisH55PkhG_i5mXI611yiUqiFT52LKfVcs=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8ZCQQtlb6E7ozsMUCRnO3ROH102fitHGhq2tpdvvrgis_ZgUxN3Kl0o6FTruACQTLYQMS2lut-NCrfYSdfTnZ-Yfmr_Tm0onpdf0ziFuzKDVh-ah0sz5UO7FDpUFYC22zR9vlOILlavvHSf5Z8QIP9nJSFWXUOzmJdqWbT9iZ_XumpnQI6XhjMiBibdUd0MJvQRLqefeCedfkaqbkuti9n0rNvhMg6trztcxJwzC9_jFUQYmtXTn9XIRmtRcr8wVKt_Wv55syBODisH55PkhG_i5mXI611yiUqiFT52LKfVcs=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8ZJMeIYwG5epkF2fyB99b7dVJPPvqaP-G6f9vuwsqhjoNK21dbNzIxAP-YlqrBqO2u8faIf3qdZSG800FXlP0DI9H1Sepr74v519MNgghveC2Tf55MLR6PNoMFnF2DjWqo-CGmbXoa-u8=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8ZJMeIYwG5epkF2fyB99b7dVJPPvqaP-G6f9vuwsqhjoNK21dbNzIxAP-YlqrBqO2u8faIf3qdZSG800FXlP0DI9H1Sepr74v519MNgghveC2Tf55MLR6PNoMFnF2DjWqo-CGmbXoa-u8=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8ZLcMXKGNBdUJiYT1TmhYH0EQ7bFmHf0f5PVOLMygH01x3JJCE-bYwG5rd_eyBWgNH4aPaGayp5vZ5cXp7KSAYQJ4NJDyCcQB1xqGnqwbDEfmeHitzScn9u2Auqf1v1PY7vbdTe70e8aYKf_ERWMIZEnfbTiYF9hhvTn3nTpAYyfW1hkyMBAQV5xP7n_P7V9p0&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZDEPavXHNC8ZLcMXKGNBdUJiYT1TmhYH0EQ7bFmHf0f5PVOLMygH01x3JJCE-bYwG5rd_eyBWgNH4aPaGayp5vZ5cXp7KSAYQJ4NJDyCcQB1xqGnqwbDEfmeHitzScn9u2Auqf1v1PY7vbdTe70e8aYKf_ERWMIZEnfbTiYF9hhvTn3nTpAYyfW1hkyMBAQV5xP7n_P7V9p0&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZPioKBSnzS4li098WR0XazZq90UsNL-O360QSzlSC1Vcj8fHxNQp4HVitB9cXcHLQGlQEwI3qWnq2kDv22dGYeltG0jV64qlI2_-xgb7DbDKb_nIJjqsa3o=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZHAHNkfgEo8wfKplDmbuU4mPp526leRnP2asgIH06nUdd_IStcZYdqPOqzQq57bliO7_f-9afb-UYV4ZcVQiyByZf32alnHR0RAA19MtfjYs&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZGr-HvaTSnRid2PzXY1UmU0Ll4qyxYce4fNZ1dBeL8WJDxBzwQGq0swQAIbIIWhcN4V_E1aSyjAf-8bNdoGq8mOUogMnzey1iwmqRdxmbrbPwrGIa0kVGXk3XRoZeappbg==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZJtX_G1fFqfM42nIPgmoO9RB0BcZNrrOiz2Ra5sIhPZm69rVHGhHj9h68_rQ-Trszd-phaWKC91MoNMG4ZhAo8oO4b0xiAbt_DDb1ivl1wyx&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZObv0jgigNdYlsOgicNbFz70LnQrJgyF_u511KhTovpQlvzqeNaupsW6w3QucR7KrxsZoUyH42kGcVb1tiQOT46fCmmLKolm_acrWr1NKSibfll1mecbQ3OKuBmnNTzQpw==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZBOj_KoNCEYxNbmw7ZogasHZ9C62Ua5JZZW6zxwhy0mBn4PxEa16JygHOIWBOXapiokclcEux4nGOiPGtoWEJQ5rGh_1sXuP0NUN7czJMGxQCbJlobeX1QVGVajaI06Pfg==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZBOj_KoNCEYxtZRd8k9VHENkykf7FK5Hg4yV8E5vBIo7v8SYfZYWX3Fh3RE_yTqHgLUgINmXqZogCMRFbf_UcArU5_mk0qr0Nde843X_6uarhgR-zI-PDQI=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==


  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

EMPLOYER ID #59-0637847. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, FLORIDA REGISTRATION 
#CH775. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 

DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES 
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND 

AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, INC. NON-PROFIT IRS EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 59-0637847. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZCzZIGuj174XZZ1ZQmPMll5k7-o8sSTBb8PmU7G8N0lXTFxjalSF--ZjCNk_H_diD3Muv3O34h9WrptUYLPiE83f4tVyQMkYamOFrTFkNZhd1_lFrwEgNXU=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZPc3GSPXvI15raD3qUtnUWvOi8rcpgZp3dqXSPes23Gy5QBmzPP6ncHvX8MWY-bTHtWmqDas7cpS5exA9Qj_yDD1iVJd54EA7DAQTSpliXmAaVSGfRfWTJs=&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012LXkz0cRphpfYcy-laYltI31H639K_NPpVjr3kXGdr80uA-0r1MpZJuhLfRMIGHoTlspJfYaU899D4ai-uolAp4dLIPot-OLBHS1ETofkxllEzwdSDDLR2LeM9QbPQQ-ZUEvCOn6ztfIuUrkvFJ0kw==&c=Ja5M4pLRC95Z2Y1eEmDlgs4n1jYZ5h063w4wusjBpawJTukvBjCcug==&ch=d1YhT4sevjdcuM4N0BVHQMUM0iZUgibmlwH89rrgJt0X1mqZ6OswEg==
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