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Miami Lighthouse Celebrates 90th Anniversary at the Historic 
Biltmore Hotel 
 

A celebratory evening beginning with fireworks and a champagne toast, followed by an 
elegant five- course dinner with wine provided by El Carajo and cocktails by Bacardí was 
enjoyed by 350 generous supporters on Saturday, January 25th. The Presenting Sponsor 
was Northern Trust and the Platinum Signature Sponsor was FP&L. Co-chairs of the 
celebration were Scott and Karla Richey and Walter and Terri Shikany. The silent auction 
committee was chaired by Lourdes Collett. Instructors and students from the Miami 
Lighthouse's nationally-recognized Music Program performed throughout the evening. 
  
The event, commemorating Miami Lighthouse's 90th year, highlighted the organization's 
founders Dolly Gamble, the Miami Lions and Rotary Clubs, and Shutts and Bowen, the 
law firm that drew up Miami Lighthouse's Articles of Incorporation. Elite "Lighthouse 
Keepers" and "90th Anniversary Jubilarians" donors were also recognized. A new 
matching challenge "Light the Way" to raise capital funds for expansion of the Miami 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018qQdwhhMwbeUV902_ePRZLh8myJWOepk9mKVC6VeTZvCJACODZz20lFNUemfotlOKky6hA0iGz-vC4dJeITwNmzDQQ9FICijDUtPC3ZL9OlZSfc2TQggIzA9dgyxwpchJf4Uu2vvaomAH1ZIqxcbNnuV2fEjQc4cacRf_Vz7iav1PVY2pY-qEA==&c=jfVrERbDH3NH4Y2ntKSWpjcphz1CkhH-4YBc2-dPIF2iaYcvF_8R6Q==&ch=kI-BM1fd5dfvm351Uy9kOmu1Je21WPyJJGtKp6u5PFZ4s6W6CCbfIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFsnZMWQfGpPyX5jA608dzGsffulXhDWN87JpF0RNMOsrEiEcR9KIVEjaVePiHS9eny3wE9Zh3DibFuDj7zvtMQCXwVbtALXi3_cnEJaT8XURz8jTt9N4yGe0rF3VoM8Y5mGhwRavYQ9CBe_fM4GbcQM=&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFsnZMWQfGpPyX5jA608dzGsffulXhDWN87JpF0RNMOsrEiEcR9KIVEjaVePiHS9eny3wE9Zh3DibFuDj7zvtMQCXwVbtALXi3_cnEJaT8XURz8jTt9N4yGe0rF3VoM8Y5mGhwRavYQ9CBe_fM4GbcQM=&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFp5OLUPp5xz8iJ7cM7NxB4ho-pmJZegg-UUCCff2BfEg0hVFNWmithw5L76cpbdpMlw1ZgIRlQC6OwIp0zOZvc1jcAvQYtup6ODb3HvWFX4_CFaBZinytweEHJSIK44w1g==&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFp5OLUPp5xz8iJ7cM7NxB4ho-pmJZegg-UUCCff2BfEg0hVFNWmithw5L76cpbdpMlw1ZgIRlQC6OwIp0zOZvc1jcAvQYtup6ODb3HvWFX4_CFaBZinytweEHJSIK44w1g==&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==


Lighthouse Learning Center for Children™ was announced. For more information on our 
"Light the Way" Challenge, click here! 
  
Corporate sponsors included Florida Blue, Comcast, Walgreens, Perry Ellis International, 
Miami Herald, Miami Kids Magazine, and Royal Caribbean Cruises. Laurie Jennings 
served as Mistress of Ceremonies, and the keynote speaker was Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho. 
 
 

 
Chair George Foyo_ David Lawrence Jr._ Chairman_ The Children_s Movement of Florida_ 

President and CEO Virginia Jacko_ and Miami 
Board Chair George Foyo; David Lawrence Jr., Chairman, The Children's Movement of Florida; 

President and CEO Virginia Jacko, and Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent 
Alberto Carvalho 



 
90th Anniversary Celebration Host Committee: 

Ana Maria de la Fe, Silent Auction Chair Lourdes Collett, Linda Corey, Gala Co-Chair Karla 
Richey, Olga Nielson, Honorary Board Director Pam Garrison, Board Director Sheila Freed, 

Gala Co-Chair Terri Shikany and Board Director Angela Whitman 

  
 

 
Immediate Past Chairman Louis Nostro, Shareholder at Gunster, and John Fumagalli, President 

of Northern Trust Florida, Presenting Sponsor 



 
Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho_ 90th Anniversary Celebration 

Emcee Laurie Jennings with Trish and Dan Bell 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho, 90th Anniversary 

Celebration Emcee Laurie Jennings with Trish and Dan Bell 

  
For more photos of from our 90th Anniversary Celebration, please visit our Facebook 
page. 
 

 
 
A look back at our beginnings as we celebrate our 90th Anniversary 

 
Miami Lighthouse has always been about collaboration.  Starting with the late 1920's, 

when Helen Keller worked together with the remarkable young blind activist Dolly Gamble 

to found the Florida Association of Workers for the Blind, which was renamed over time, 

Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Inc. Both the Miami Lions Club and 

the Miami Rotary Club were instrumental as Founding Collaborators. The first Board of 

Directors meeting was presided over by Dolly Gamble in 1930, and now 90 years later, 

we are celebrating our milestone collaborations and our donors that have been crucial 

supporters.  For example, as early as 1943, the University of Miami Trustee Dr. Bascom 

Palmer and Miami Lighthouse discussed the establishment of an eye clinic to serve the 

local community.  Dr. Palmer made it his life's work to raise funds in collaboration with 

Miami Lighthouse, resulting in the dedication of the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in 1962. 

To view our Miami Lighthouse 90 Years Salute Video, click here!  

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/themiamilighthouse/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157858295519471&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDwRNBbV9-e7g9Sqmmxs904d-YAjYc-dhqsPs1B0mUnx4igLdEo7R2PUWcJILYg-2t2Lme8D-EN6P92a_asfhC6euQCUH8f4N_x3z7AQusP7oS2dEUs690S4TkrYPjvedQLKOGbOrFySNK2-nfHZy7gem6hQbrFVuA7ADLZTScXVk0xaM1j7xpof7DfNEg7Kv6RuHsfhbdwLURUJNrZsQVOitKHMHNlvMu8Anq4s86DcaOyan5iK9r2xicYT5l7kUTC5RO_zQCeVyMPyVKaEtljf2KkjCWt30pSuJX9f46dcC6Ntitwb7fAYBlc78K8LPiFa0hbUPZWM6lcYJKS_rTz0GTyuKLTr62CmIILsXMOLNoocAgpQrWPE9N0bNDvjzRBKt7v5zoCpEwlgqsRbZb5CWYf6sK2AwbyOzJg1mDW6ufyiw3AHZcvTMH3nDBXPQ&__tn__=-UC-R
https://www.facebook.com/pg/themiamilighthouse/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157858295519471&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDwRNBbV9-e7g9Sqmmxs904d-YAjYc-dhqsPs1B0mUnx4igLdEo7R2PUWcJILYg-2t2Lme8D-EN6P92a_asfhC6euQCUH8f4N_x3z7AQusP7oS2dEUs690S4TkrYPjvedQLKOGbOrFySNK2-nfHZy7gem6hQbrFVuA7ADLZTScXVk0xaM1j7xpof7DfNEg7Kv6RuHsfhbdwLURUJNrZsQVOitKHMHNlvMu8Anq4s86DcaOyan5iK9r2xicYT5l7kUTC5RO_zQCeVyMPyVKaEtljf2KkjCWt30pSuJX9f46dcC6Ntitwb7fAYBlc78K8LPiFa0hbUPZWM6lcYJKS_rTz0GTyuKLTr62CmIILsXMOLNoocAgpQrWPE9N0bNDvjzRBKt7v5zoCpEwlgqsRbZb5CWYf6sK2AwbyOzJg1mDW6ufyiw3AHZcvTMH3nDBXPQ&__tn__=-UC-R
https://youtu.be/8vz_nc3kCJ4


 

Miami Lighthouse 90 Years Salute Video  

To fulfill our education mission, Miami Lighthouse partners with Florida International 

University on "Living With Low Vision" workshops for occupational therapists, physical 

therapists and nurses. To date, more than 100 occupational therapy students have 

completed their practicum experience and students from other universities throughout the 

U.S. have completed their Orientation and Mobility practicum training at Miami 

Lighthouse. Locally, Miami-Dade County Public Schools collaborates on a wide number 

of innovative programs headlined by our internationally recognized Lighthouse Learning 

Center for Children, and our nationally cited, highly regarded, Florida Heiken Children's 

Vision Program. Today we are Florida's largest and oldest nonprofit serving the needs 

and transforming the lives of nearly 90,000 blind and visually impaired people annually, 

from babies to seniors and their families. 

 

 

In the News: 

Yahoo Finance, January 13, 2020- "How Presidential Candidate Andrew Yang Would 

Address Disability Rights" 

Miami Today, December 31, 2019- "Jorge M. Perez foundation grants fund 10 Miami 

causes" 

Social Miami, December 23, 2019- "The Edit by Brett Graff/ Virginia Honored"  

Narcity, December 23, 2019- "Miami Heat Is Bringing Early Christmas Cheer to Fans In 

Florida This Year" 

Read more! 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/presidential-candidate-andrew-yang-address-161503160.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/presidential-candidate-andrew-yang-address-161503160.html
https://www.miamitodaynews.com/2019/12/31/jorge-m-perez-foundation-grants-fund-10-miami-causes/
https://www.miamitodaynews.com/2019/12/31/jorge-m-perez-foundation-grants-fund-10-miami-causes/
https://socialmiami.com/the-edit-by-brett-graff-4/
https://www.narcity.com/sports/us/fl/miami/miami-heat-team-is-bringing-christmas-cheer-to-fans-this-year
https://www.narcity.com/sports/us/fl/miami/miami-heat-team-is-bringing-christmas-cheer-to-fans-this-year
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Y1bADlv74FiMqvrhp_mwGRUjMrulEBZHZ4YxrND_5-v_N0BWyneF-PkejmXmryuThax36Hn8yOgY28ve3tQEt7M6ywhIgovyr1zCIj6WAP5PrZfdwSaptBlMsYhTWhKtdsJA9iG9m3pf4uPLsR5_tgjNL9zJtCBOOQkKhVClh8YPx-HQLSMM7nwr4b11v0aPG5HzlqgTsoE%3D%26c%3DKbHd5thAe6aMFt596YOyDXZ4kTpVIa83PHpeEBGWvh3_FkNPMh82sw%3D%3D%26ch%3DgggmOB2ceKlJ4mI0yb8Ly_eFxeLV6YiWtKLqkp558j9FqRH5gFofGw%3D%3D&data=01%7C01%7C%7C35e126e302b04013dd7b08d73301f006%7C66a476e60da84cba906ec8bcb77c1683%7C0&sdata=sjfrYNqnlOLMj4dLP0s1Wb%2B4TSZBxJxOocKx86Eaqqc%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/8vz_nc3kCJ4


 

Contributed by Joan Spector 
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EMPLOYER ID #59-0637847. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY 

IMPAIRED, FLORIDA REGISTRATION #CH775. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 

AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER 

SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION 

DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, INC. NON-PROFIT IRS 

EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 59-0637847. 

Forward this email 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFsnZMWQfGpPy7djtFCh1u_uRotHTGLIdQoLlZ9Xuj0_2gEDx1XCKCcf7BkmvnHQywAaLtMxXeDIiJCu2_qgTJPSPWSIPZfJqneWozwE16ilgDXbXxTHIvmkLd0ogRZTaLSwIx1ILjW_wrRBSFZ9bHgPjW4s9KYXbs6R_yKsZB2mtpE2P5ssBDxI=&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFsnZMWQfGpPyjNOkdMJqVAiz18oNgJF-3Hnz6aBnpbZNBMbMCeqjuT_5SfJH9YipxNdtgI7HU4_2R9q4UvKi9yAlmP3JF9ePxBE5GaghWvbBmNlh2d-Nh3aDIXKyQeWcoJroN0QQ7Nlo&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFvCOON9yJ3EKwbji5hF_dvyPZaA6ZjBiorb7J2bm-1W117a0UmoKfZwjQmsiDSu0m2ldoYKMm_Yj-4h-S9-WO6MQRHiVx2o4pcstlI_AhDf-Ybk4Nq9p1TA=&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gO2GdS4FPEo240mg91k3c6HYN6ozMk69i8vrHipkUVt0nirc6iRjFrc1DSt36LUobnCZ1qFcg28Z6iLQrUMjqvSoAWWZu_cR-imDhya9-K3_OE5rv9NiJnyEWUldLcp65-hLGq9eixIijihM6D2_FQTrzXwJT84U5rGGKRciYWw=&c=A5xWHdmKDISdqoVssYAkMfhtdAlzuVskAHp3ASewWzRv5OnB7XubeA==&ch=KFi9wV6k5Z13Ef8Qia4fM-L584mfsNs0RWKjkNv-Bombmn4mZKg5Lw==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1116455901023&ea=csisser%40miamilighthouse.org&a=1132861107708
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1116455901023&ea=csisser%40miamilighthouse.org&a=1132861107708

