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Music Under the Stars Celebrates 31 Years of Providing Comprehensive Eye 
exams and Glasses at No Cost to Underserved Children 

 

  

On Wednesday, May 24th attendees were treated to an evening of entertainment and 
culinary delights with proceeds from the highly successful annual event benefiting Miami 
Lighthouse’s Florida Heiken Children’s Vision Program. We celebrated our 31st anniversary 
of providing comprehensive eye exams and prescription glasses at no cost to underprivileged 
schoolchildren throughout the State of Florida. 
  
The event honored our Florida State Government Champions, Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez 
and Representative Juan Fernandez-Barquin. Honored alongside them was Dr. Stephen 
Morris, Secretary of our Florida Heiken Children’s Vision Program and Miami Lighthouse 
Board Director, for his dedication to children’s eye health and for providing the M-DOPA 
leadership for the 2007 merger. Evening entertainment featured Styrofoam Cup, comprised 
of Miami Lighthouse Music Program students recently coming in second place in the Young 
Talent Big Dreams competition. Our amazing award winning Miami Lighthouse Band also 
performed. The event was emceed by Olga Villaverde, host of The Health Channel’s 
Balancing Act. 

 

  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgIfxYqruuZ2JIRbnUhouYwLE0VDSvnJq2qVH88ySTRduL6dbR9dIwa1uSm1_lY3bFDafu0zYxGZWoiIr0NQmGNkULftfNw_T4jN0E_JNnmM_H1ElhEM65uvrv2B5IbFeWA==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgIfxYqruuZ2JIRbnUhouYwLE0VDSvnJq2qVH88ySTRduL6dbR9dIwa1uSm1_lY3bFDafu0zYxGZWoiIr0NQmGNkULftfNw_T4jN0E_JNnmM_H1ElhEM65uvrv2B5IbFeWA==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgIN0_dB7R12VXAdFG7OiH-9_qf9_6Fns0vbXbCph_XSzRYq58tRIH5BsKZNhitARSQ5ONubA9rKyHx2cvxSacWy_uON2Vtf1JYQcsFTtA_nJ&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgIN0_dB7R12VXAdFG7OiH-9_qf9_6Fns0vbXbCph_XSzRYq58tRIH5BsKZNhitARSQ5ONubA9rKyHx2cvxSacWy_uON2Vtf1JYQcsFTtA_nJ&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==


 

Our Florida State Government Champions: Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez and Representative Juan 
Fernandez- Barquin, Virginia Jacko President and CEO and Board Director Dr. Stephen Morris. 

 

Our generous sponsors include ABB Optical Group, Publix Super Markets Charities, FP&L, 
Walgreens, VSP iCare Health Solutions, Alivi Health, Grove Bank & Trust, Rotary Club of 
Miami, H. Angela Whitman Foundation, The George and Luisa Foyo Foundation, Genesis 
Systems Consulting, GrayRobinson, Monster Sound Productions, Biz Solutions, Susan 
Conroy Design, Perry Ellis International, Affiliated Healthcare Centers, Inc., and more. Our 
fabulous restaurant and beverage sponsors include Perricone's, Don Paella, Season's 52, 
Roaster's and Toaster's, Genesis Café, PF Changs, Sport's Grill, El Carajo, Vicky Bakery, 
E11even Vodka, Eagle Brands and more. 

 

  

 

 

  



Top left to right: Alex Valcarcel, Monster Sound Productions; George Foyo, The George and Luisa Foyo 
Foundation; Christian Infante, SFM Security; Danny Sanchez, Genesis Systems Consulting; Caleb Rojas, 

Alivi Health; Olga Villaverde, Emcee; Natasha Lowell, Grove Bank & Trust. 
Bottom left to right: Susie Conroy, Susan Conroy Design; Miami Lighthouse Academy Officer Karla 

Richey, Miami Kids Magazine; Cathy Cahill and Nicole Santiago, Rotary Club of Miami; Virginia Jacko, 
President and CEO; Nivia Santiago and Georgia Lehoczky, Walgreens; Chair-Elect Steven Solomon, Gray 

Robinson. 
 

  

  

 

  

CEO Virginia Jacko Addresses "New Markets Tax Credit Summit" 
 

  

The morning of May 11th was highlighted by Miami Lighthouse CEO Virginia Jacko’s stirring 
address to over 600 people attending CohnReznick’s 22nd Annual New Markets Tax Credit 
Summit at the Loews Hotel. The video highlights our new Miami Lighthouse Academy and 
how the New Markets Tax Credit Program helped to quickly complete the construction of the 
expansion to the Academy premises. Our Miami Lighthouse Academy offers an inclusion 
environment for pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, first grade, and second grade for blind and 
visually impaired students. As a certified Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) Provider, our 
Academy pre-kindergarten enrolls students with and without vision impairment promoting an 
inclusive program and resulting in a sense of belonging for all children and families. Please 
enjoy the below video. 

 

  

 

 

  

CohnReznick NMTC Case Study: Miami Lighthouse 
 

  

  

 

  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgBmHKcmZJnqpH2axEfl7FiOKIndgJwjzHV8gQRA7JeWDMQJuIm8f_HQSjw4LTqJ6JV_-NPZhz90Rf42D39SIRE9TOcKVqRlkJ3uGCRyefUg-xk8aikU4fJrnP9vuTudYdA==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==


Temple Beth Am and Hochberg Lower School East Campus Volunteer at 
Miami Lighthouse 

 

  

On May 16th we welcomed volunteers from Temple Beth Am and Hochberg Lower School 
East Campus who spent the day with our Miami Lighthouse program participants. Temple 
Beth Am's children choir volunteered in our Miami Lighthouse Academy and students from 
Hochberg Lower School East Campus severed lunch to our senior program participants. 
Temple Beth Am choir then led a sing-a-long during lunch for our seniors with Hochberg 
Lower School East Campus students. We thank both groups for spending the day at Miami 
Lighthouse volunteering their time. 

 

  

 

Temple Beth Am children choir 
 

 

  

Students from Hochberg Lower School East 
Campus 

 

  

  

 

  

Florida Blue Leadership Visits Miami Lighthouse 
 

  

On May 31st, the Florida Blue leadership team witnessed our motto that, “A blind person can 
do anything a sighted person does, they just need to learn how to do things a bit differently." 
The Florida Blue team interacted with students in our Miami Lighthouse Academy walking 
with their white canes and looked at award winning art by seniors in our Social Group 
Activities Program. Florida Blue truly witnessed first hand how our venerable mission serves 
people of all ages affected by uncorrectable vision loss. Thank you Florida Blue for your very 
special visit. 

 

  



 

 

  

SVP Cameron Sisser; Fiorella Smyth, FB Senior Manager, Martha Garcia, FB Senior Director; President 
and CEO Virginia Jacko, David Wagner, FB South Florida Market President; Ivy Patron, Senior Director; 

and Al Molina, Market Leader. 
 

  

In the News: 

•     Miami Lighthouse for the Blind President and CEO Virginia Jacko was quoted in 
a Bandt Article about British Vogue's landmark braille edition 

•     Islander News, April 28, 2023 – "Miami Lighthouse for the Blind opens expanded 
playground, thanks to County funding contribution" 
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Contributed by Joan Spector 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgBmHKcmZJnqp3FYlruSJBmgz1HVai1tkijCQlZrcwAWgu6rkiVJ2QmwRARVEQVVJGU0EhT8OSKB62L5ZRK1t2JyTbHVlhCNhphMJH5P96cLURfIVf-PX6O64cc_GO3aSA_e2_TVs93fuOB2PWqjyM2UrLbGiXfNQYQ==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgBmHKcmZJnqp3FYlruSJBmgz1HVai1tkijCQlZrcwAWgu6rkiVJ2QmwRARVEQVVJGU0EhT8OSKB62L5ZRK1t2JyTbHVlhCNhphMJH5P96cLURfIVf-PX6O64cc_GO3aSA_e2_TVs93fuOB2PWqjyM2UrLbGiXfNQYQ==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgBmHKcmZJnqpOeGdct5dV67VdGiEY0jrxHOeKcga_LCbP4wg71UVSdwtUSHhmbsgzcuDILN98aHer7ZrqbTd28OinL8qxmsbM7qUT7FoP0znBT_g341egNih97ALJ9XXiUqCKNGdrp2K7APg7rJEXc6UMLksJouku2CkS0AJ_zVO5ZHg6SCLQFguyNhvdnDfDsKeCvz7L2-3OX7ag1fH45m5PiKrjL-D-I7BtDDNVwxGS42rkq784JR0MnUHGxvcSBbSeatLH82aL_SI4Axguo9H2Fd5WkuaUNaVW56BBCcXbzfbBKG4uBU=&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgBmHKcmZJnqpOeGdct5dV67VdGiEY0jrxHOeKcga_LCbP4wg71UVSdwtUSHhmbsgzcuDILN98aHer7ZrqbTd28OinL8qxmsbM7qUT7FoP0znBT_g341egNih97ALJ9XXiUqCKNGdrp2K7APg7rJEXc6UMLksJouku2CkS0AJ_zVO5ZHg6SCLQFguyNhvdnDfDsKeCvz7L2-3OX7ag1fH45m5PiKrjL-D-I7BtDDNVwxGS42rkq784JR0MnUHGxvcSBbSeatLH82aL_SI4Axguo9H2Fd5WkuaUNaVW56BBCcXbzfbBKG4uBU=&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgAEu5hyuS3sMlVjq3DKAFwbWACS3rLDTN-KwjPj4QwU0UzIDRep-oMCvqyo96Ncr2sQ_q_Wzf-mVeFAS0w1kx_ejc9Tee2CQTpLvGlS4kZFIJvOtdlonblM=&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgIN0_dB7R12VXAdFG7OiH-9_qf9_6Fns0vbXbCph_XSzRYq58tRIH5BsKZNhitARSQ5ONubA9rKyHx2cvxSacWy_uON2Vtf1JYQcsFTtA_nJ&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgDSv9QDhJz__zzuw6S9V1yhsVLoVmUI11cwP9xNsPYR7j6sOrMm518ncrKnLLVDTfBbKXqM1fsIlWwg8Vtl3u8OHIA4mHPIeA7mkBL6qy-pXcZVxHLloWMNsYpgCKYLPwA==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgACrlrM0hm8aEPE8UwAQuqYHHTjf2Uz6DdmSLToxm4Br7x8gZVe1WaJCSdXz5YwH5-yUYUFvp4PJ-MV1qS-c17NjvgFZ0fEOPutEUhRSQKTo&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgJHBph19i0SBG7zu8ZC40SCh-nrXCRcRMrz8WfnTK49Id3fVWv7Ucog7XkseQmVqqo0kbQGE5Gyn0ZlvzAj-jxPEA3GCpbPIlBbOf-5avIS4QRoI1oQs6_VKwZnsI6Wf4w==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgCMamRdTiGrXTtgTS8a7yK7OreRpwLSeqDqlbJNrVCC9uj8UxdQ92zQUCv55-rXGRawiRBDaH3tVSbr8RRTx2E4_soF-xpGeUx5KZnoHz2YadBxhPo0g1uVi7Y47OFbinA==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgCMamRdTiGrXXQEqQfLoFrSlj-k4nqhgxH9nSJCb4TntJepm3P-Ppd7Ws5wloSPDd3P6IIIrMUOMzhKshVBh4bgPdSnEfn7MpQk0thLFKyI1d1yUYj_Kd8M=&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==


 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

EMPLOYER ID #59-0637847. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, FLORIDA REGISTRATION 
#CH775. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 

DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES 
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND 

AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, INC. NON-PROFIT IRS EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 59-0637847. 
 

 

  

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgHPFG1eBAiq5sIVo4JYTLvzJqvKL0FxdlEtO8bz1wxB1hO_ge6r7kV59r8nWR5HYRZwySLtMJSg1N1NMayVNURfArfPlBpGHuFD0OLqs2Xgc2o8uSMks2TA=&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgB4CBT37arwKngovYbvBE1MLg1F1mHHGB7dUMfxjYW5q7QNRhXB-4kVBj0K3noPK35i0hUBDWjROxUTr13SwbesojfgV6E4VjmLCa2pM0rNPrT92EUb5gNI=&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgKjqf-beH6aiWi6xiVLiFKKwLbbDSq4Tli9fHG6drficXrSNtt2k4DsniMWAJDbayBk_BnsOSyb59uuZvePg6q7W9wQ8quRCvg==&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JrZZioRr0XV6HC4RoQqP4ey4DFNC1muliPUXeFe0DapqSuMTGXwtgIN0_dB7R12VXAdFG7OiH-9_qf9_6Fns0vbXbCph_XSzRYq58tRIH5BsKZNhitARSQ5ONubA9rKyHx2cvxSacWy_uON2Vtf1JYQcsFTtA_nJ&c=S5n0WW5O9LQ3IOlaAMdrbKJEydOfmXrMdn_ucwo66nfGWZ1ptng4vQ==&ch=N6T6BMUWVgEzznJi2HegiXZW3KZ-yDsn9PB5biM1P38FdoyF7bymSg==

